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Upcoming Events

Museums and Touch Tours

- Pitt Rivers Museum: 12th June
- Weston Library: 10th July
- Harcourt Arboretum: 14th August
- Oxford Natural History Museum: 4th 
October

ActivEyes Events

- ActivEyes Pub Social: 19th June, 17th 
July, 21st August, 18th September.
- Visually Impaired Tennis: 26th June, 
24th July, 21st August, 25th September.

In the Community

- Sutton Courtenay visit: 12th June
- Witney Get Connected: 19th June
- VisionZone 2025: 25th June
- North Oxford Get Connected: 14th July
- Android Smart Phone Workshop: 23rd 
July
- Faringdon Audio Cinema: 30th July
- Nature Bathing at Boundary Brook 
Nature Reserve: 5th August
- Kidlington Get Connected: 15th 
September
- Didcot Get Connected: 8th October

Children and Young People 

Our Children and Young People’s 
gaming group meets every other 
Friday at Bradbury Lodge. See page 10 
for more information.

If you have received 
this newsletter in 
error, no longer wish to 
receive it or would like 
to change your 
preferences please 
contact us.

Contact us at Info@MyVision.org.uk 
for more information.



A message from Mark, our CEO
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Most people know I like a 
challenge, but for visually 
impaired people 
overcoming challenges is 
an almost daily occurrence. 
Whether it’s navigating new 
surroundings, obtaining work, 
forming relationships, or 
generally tackling the 
inequalities we face, we must 
learn to face challenges head 
on, and MyVision’s services 
are here to support you to 
do that. To live 
independently doesn’t mean 
doing it on your own. It 
means having the courage 
and know-how to seek the 
right support. This newsletter 
is packed with information, 
events, and activities that will 
help you on that journey.

We’re also here to support our 
community to stand 
together. I recently wrote to 
all Oxfordshire MPs with my 
concerns on the future of PIP 
and I’m pleased to say they 
were engaging and 
understanding. If you are 
concerned, I’d urge you to 
write to your MP too. PIP and 
similar benefits are essential 
for us to live independently 
and equitably in society.

Lastly, I want to tell you about 
a new personal challenge 
I’m taking on. On 22nd June, 
along with many others, I’m 
taking part in Walk Oxford and 
tackling a 23 mile walk. Firstly, 
to raise money for MyVision, 
but secondly to highlight the 
inequalities blind and visually 
impaired people face when 
accessing green spaces and 
walking in nature. Our Green 
Walks Project is making great 
strides in supporting people 
to get out and engage with 
nature in their local 
community. You can find out 
more about Walk Oxford on 
page 13. Why not donate to 
the team, or join us on either 
the 10, 17 or 23 mile walk?

Mark

PS: If you haven’t already, 
make sure you grab a ra�e 
ticket. Some incredible 
prizes are available thanks to 
our generous supporters and 
donors – you’ve got to be in it 
to win it! 

3



4



Green Walks Groups

Didcot - Cornerstone Art Centre at 11am.
• 13th June, 26th June, 11th July, 31st July, 8th August, 28th 
August, 12th September, 25th September.
Abingdon - Café Aroma at 11am.
• 9th June, 30th June, 14th July, 28th July, 11th August, 29th 
August, 8th September, 29th September.
Banbury - Mill Arts Centre at 10am. 
• 8th June, 2nd July, 16th July, 30th July, 13th August, 27th 
August, 10th September, 24th September.
Witney - Market Square bus stop at 10:30am.
• 19th June, 03rd July, 17th July, 31st July, 14th August, 28th 
August, 11th September, 25th September.
East Oxford - Flo’s Café in the Park at 10am.
• 26th June, 24th July, 28th August, 25th September.
Oxford - Meeting at 1:30pm - Bradbury Lodge
10th June, Carfax Tower 8th July, University Parks 12th August, 
Bradbury Lodge 9th September.
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Blenheim walk image.
waiting for information

Blenheim Palace Walk
On 2nd May, 30 people from our Oxford and Cherwell 
groups came together for a glorious walk in the sun around 
the Blenheim Palace gardens.



Social Groups

Oxford
Headington Social Group - Courtside Café in Bury Knowle Park 
from 10am - 11:30am.
• 19th June, 17th July, 21st August, 18th September.
North Oxford Social Group - Common Ground Café, Little 
Clarendon Street, 10am - 11:30am.
• 5th June, 3rd July, 7th August, 4th September

West Oxfordshire and Cherwell
Banbury SocialEyes - Narrow boat trip 25th June, The Mill 3rd 
July at 10:30am - 12:00pm, Tombola stall at Town Mayor’s 
Funday in the People’s Park 13th July 11:30am - 4:30pm, The Mill 
7th August 10:30am - 12:00pm, The Mill 4th September 10:30am 
- 12:00pm.
Bicester Social Group – Bicester Market Square at 11am.
• 9th June, 14th July, 11th August, 15th September.
Carterton Social Group – The Beehive at 12pm.
• 30th June, 28th July, 25th August, 29th September.
Chipping Norton Social Group - The Theatre at 11am.
• 27th June, 1st July, 26th August, 30th September.
Kidlington Social Group - Stanley’s Sweets and Treats at 11am.
• 16th June, 21st July, 18th August, 22nd September.
Witney - The Witney Friends of the Visually Impaired are still in 
regular contact. A big thank you to Mary Sitch for supporting 
and gathering people when they can.

South Oxfordshire
Didcot  Social Group - Cornerstone Art Centre from 10:30am - 
12:30pm.
• 11th June, 9th July, 13th August, 10th September.
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Our Nu�eld Place tour group 
walking through the garden 
together. There are lots of 
spring flowers



Didcot Wellbeing Course - Cornerstone 
Art Centre from 10:30am - 1:00pm.
• 5th June, 3rd July, 7th August, 4th 

September.
Didcot Audio Book Club - Didcot Library 
from 10:30am - 11:30am.
• 4th June, 6th August, 1st October
Wallingford Social Group - Wallingford 
Library from 10:30am - 12:30pm.
• 16th June, 21st July, 18th August, 15th 

September.
Henley Social Group - Henley  Library 
from 10:30am - 1:30pm.
• 24th June, 29th July, 26th August, 30th 

September.
Wheatley Social Group - The Merrybell 
from 11am - 12pm.
• 5th June, 3rd July, 7th August, 4th 

September.
Thame Social Group - Thame Bowls Club 
from 10:30am - 1:00pm.
• 12th June, 26th June, 10th July, 24th 

July.

Vale of the White Horse
Abingdon Social Group - Abingdon 
Library from 10:30am - 12:30pm.
• 30th June, 28th July, 18th August, 29th 

September.
Wantage Social Group - Wantage 
Library from 2:00pm - 3:30pm.
• 18th June, 16th July, 20th August, 17th 

September
Faringdon Social Group - Faringdon 
Library from 2:00pm - 3:30pm.
• 4th June, 2nd July, 6th August, 3rd 

September.

The Wantage group 
competing in 
Devante’s quiz. 
Congratulations to 
team “Andy and the 
Ladies”

The Bicester Group 
meeting up for their 
Easter Picnic. They 
met in Garth Park and 
enjoyed some Easter 
treats

Visit our website for more information on our Social Groups.6 7



Are Meta Ray-Ban Glasses the Future of 
Wearable Tech for visually impaired people?

Technology continues to 
reshape the way we 
connect with the world—and 
for people living with sight 
loss, it’s increasingly o�ering 
new paths to independence. 
The Ray-Ban Meta Smart 
Glasses are a recent 
example of mainstream tech 
with potential accessibility 
benefits for blind and visually 
impaired users.
 
At first glance, these smart 
glasses look like classic 
Ray-Ban Wayfarers or 
Headliners, but inside the 
stylish frames lies an array of 
surprisingly powerful features. 
The glasses integrate voice 
control, a discreet camera, 
speakers, and AI-powered 
software to deliver 
hands-free functionality, all 
without needing to reach for 
a phone. 

Key Features and How They 
Help:
• Built-in Camera with Voice 
Control: The glasses are 
equipped with a 12-megapixel 
camera that can be 
activated using simple voice 

commands like “Hey Meta, 
take a photo” or “Hey Meta, 
record a video.” For those 
with limited or no vision, this 
makes capturing 
meaningful moments or 
documenting surroundings 
far easier and more 
spontaneous.

• Real-Time Audio Feedback: 
The open-ear speakers 
allow the wearer to hear 
audio clearly while still 
remaining aware of their 
environment, supporting both 
safety and awareness. This is 
particularly helpful for 
navigation apps, audio 
description services, or even 
identifying objects or scenes 
when paired with third-party 
apps. 
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Jamie 
wearing 
the Ray-
Ban Meta 
Smart 
Glasses
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• AI-Powered Visual 
Description (Beta Feature): 
Perhaps most exciting is the 
new integration of Meta’s 
multimodal AI, which enables 
the glasses to describe what’s 
in front of the user. While still 
in development, the system 
can identify objects, text, and 
scenes with a spoken 
summary. For instance, it 
might describe a street 
corner, read a restaurant 
sign, or inform you if you’re 
looking at a bus stop. Though 
not a replacement for a guide 
dog or cane, it could o�er an 
extra layer of context when 
moving through unfamiliar 
areas. 

• Hands-Free Communication: 
With voice-activated calling 
and messaging via WhatsApp 
or Messenger for example, 
users can stay connected 
without needing to interact 
with a touchscreen. For many 
blind users, this means less 
reliance on screen readers 
and more seamless 
communication on the go.
• Lightweight, Comfortable, 
and Stylish: Too often, 
accessible technology is 
bulky or draws attention. 
These glasses, however, are 
lightweight and 

indistinguishable from 
standard eyewear, helping 
users feel confident and 
included. 

Things to Keep in Mind: 
These smart glasses require a 
paired smartphone and a 
reliable internet connection 
for full functionality. Also, as 
with any emerging 
technology, privacy concerns 
and accessibility depend on 
software updates and 
third-party app integration.
 
The Ray-Ban Meta smart 
glasses could be beneficial 
for those who are fairly new 
to technology as well as for 
those who are advanced 
users. These glasses can 
provide more information 
about our surroundings and 
in certain ways promote our 
independence. However, it’s 
important to note that the 
glasses have their own 
limitations and should be 
seen as a supplement to the 
skills we already have and not 
a full replacement of them.

By Andreas Findlow

Visit www.MyVision.org.uk/
meta-smart-glasses/ to read 
our full article on the smart 
glasses.



Children and Young 
People’s Gaming Group

In this group we will play 
games, code, design and 
develop new accessible 
games. The group meets 
every other Friday at our 
centre, Bradbury Lodge: 30th 
May, 13th June, 27th June, etc.

We have other events planned 
and Lucy will be in touch when 
they are confirmed.

Contact Info@MyVision.org.uk 
for more information. 10

Hello everyone, my name is 
Lucy. As a client of MyVision 
Oxfordshire, and a reader of 
this newsletter, I am delighted 
to let you know that I will be 
starting as the new Children 
and Young People’s 

Coordinator. I can’t express 
how excited I am to be 
joining such an incredible 
group of people and 
becoming part of a team that 
supported me throughout my 
own sight loss journey. 
Never, at certain points in my 
life, could I have envisioned 
myself being where I am now. 
But here I am. Eager to start 
work, raring to go, and ready 
to give it my all.

You can read Lucy’s story on 
our website at MyVision 
MyStory.

Introducing Lucy Merchant



Devante holding the 
Field of Vision and 
smiling
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Our Experience
Testing the device at a match against 
QPR, the team found it 
significantly improved their ability to 
follow the game. While minor issues 
like slight delays occurred, the overall 
experience was positive, enhancing 
their understanding and enjoyment. 
They all said they would use it again.

Looking Ahead
The Field of Vision represents a 
significant step forward in making 
sport more accessible to visually 
impaired fans. The MyVision team’s 
experience shows the potential of 
this device and the football league’s 
mission to making football more 
inclusive.

Field of Vision: 
Making Football Accessible

Four MyVision Oxfordshire team 
members (George, Andy, Nathan and 
Devante) were recently invited by 
Oxford United to experience the new 
Field of Vision technology, designed to 
make football accessible for visually 
impaired fans.

How it Works
The Field of Vision uses a handheld 
model of the pitch with a magnetic 
ring that moves to represent the ball’s 
live action. There are also vibrations 
that signal key moments of the game.

Nathan sitting in the 
stands using the Field 
of Vision. 

Read the full article at: 
www.myvision.org.uk
/field-of-vision-making-football-accessible/



Firewalk 2025
On 28th March 2025 our team 
of firewalkers braved the 
flames in Chipping Norton 
and raised a fabulous £4,015. 
Thank you so much to the 
wonderful participants for 
their enthusiasm and 
incredible fundraising.

Bucket Collection
Our bucket collection on 
2nd April at Tesco Express on 
Abingdon Road raised £94.28. 
Thank you so much to all 
those who volunteered, 
donated, and stopped to talk 
to us about the work of 
MyVision Oxfordshire. 

We have more bucket 
collections coming up across 
the county. If you would like to 
volunteer to help, please let us 
know at 
Volunteer@MyVision.org.uk. or 
call 01865 725 595.

Devante and Martin before 
the Firewalk. Devante is 
dressed as a fireman.

Any other ideas?
If you have an idea of your 
own, or you’d like to get 
involved another way, let us 
know and we can help you get 
your plans o� the ground!
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Fundraising Update - 
Past events

Martin in Tesco with his 
bucket. He has a MyVision 
banner behind him.



Upcoming events

Walk Oxford
When: 22nd June 2025.
What: Choice of 3 routes - 10 miles, 17 
miles and 23 miles.
Cost: free to sign up, with a fundraising 
target of £100.

We’d love for you to join our team and 
help us raise crucial funds for MyVision 
Oxfordshire. By walking with us, you’ll 
be directly supporting our work in 
empowering people with sight loss to 
live full and independent lives. 

Get in touch for details of how to sign 
up, or scan the QR code on the right.

Skyline Skydiving
When: Date of your choice.
Cost: £70 to sign up, with a fundraising 
target of £395.

Ever fancied giving skydiving a go? 
Well, now is your chance! We’ve 
partnered with Skyline so you can set 
yourself the ultimate challenge, and 
raise money for MyVision at the same 
time! Get in touch and we can provide 
you with all the information you need.

Use your phone 
camera to scan the 
QR code above to sign 
up for Walk Oxford 
and join the team.

A photo of two people 
skydiving. The MyVi-
sion logo is on the left 
hand side.
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If you’d like to express your interest in any of these events, or 
would like more details on how you can get involved, please 
contact us at Fundraising@MyVision.org.uk or 
call 01865 725 595.



Volunteer Update

Thank you!
The 2nd to the 8th of June is Volunteers’ Week and in honour 
of this we want to say a huge thank you to all our incredible 
volunteers. Your support, kindness and dedication to 
MyVision doesn’t go unnoticed, and we are so appreciative 
of everything you do. Thank you to each and every one of 
you, from our befriending volunteers to our fundraisers, tech 
buddies, social group volunteers, our volunteer 
counsellor and those who volunteer within the resource 
centre. We wouldn’t be able to o�er these valuable services 
without you and we are so grateful for the time you give to 
support those with sight loss. Thank you!

We are always delighted to welcome new people to our 
volunteering team, so whether you are interested in 
befriending, supporting people with technology, would like to 
get involved with fundraising, or have your own skills to bring 
to our volunteering team, we would love to hear from you. 

You can contact us by phone at 01865 725595, via our 
website or email at Volunteer@MyVision.org.uk.
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David Warr Obituary 
MyVision Oxfordshire is sad to learn of the death of David 
Warr at the age of 81 on 18th November 2024. For many years 
David John Hood Warr was a Trustee of MyVision and, as its 
Chairman until his retirement in 2019, he worked tirelessly 
                                          during di�cult times with four changes 
                                          of Director in as many years. The charity 
                                          owes much to David’s insight, tenacity, 
                                          and dedication, and all the team at 
                                          Bradbury Lodge will greatly miss his 
                                          contributions.

Photo of David Warr



Summer travel tips

Are you planning a summer getaway? This guide o�ers some 
helpful tips to make your journey more enjoyable.

Getting There
Airports and train stations o�er assistance to help you 
navigate, and you can also book seats in advance for free. 
Airline sta� can provide plane tours and safety information, 
and you can often board early to settle in. Remember to 
check for extra baggage allowance for medications and 
equipment.

Enjoying Attractions
Make the most of your visits by using disabled entrances for 
easier access and less queuing. Many shows and museums 
provide touch tours, audio descriptions, and dedicated 
guides. Don’t forget to enquire about concessions such as 
discounted railcards for you and a companion, or free entry 
for visually impaired people. Blue badge holders can often 
benefit from free parking.

Comfortable Stays
When booking hotels, request an accessible room on a 
convenient floor. If travelling with others, adjoining rooms 
can be arranged.

Handy Tips
Try placing a rubber band on your hotel door handle for easy 
identification. Ask hotel sta� if you can use bumpons in the 
lift for button location. Manage your money safely with travel 
apps like Revolut.

Useful Apps
Improve your independence with apps like SeeingAI and 
Google Lookout for object and text recognition, BeMyEyes for 
sighted assistance, and Maps for easy navigation.
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 VisionZone 2025 

   Solutions for Low Vision 

Would you like to find out more about assistive technology, Support, 
Services, Groups and much more! 

Our Vision Zone events bring together a variety of excellent services 
and charities covering your local area. 

No matter what your sight loss condition we are here for you. 
Whether it’s just to gain knowledge or hands on experience of new 
technologies, entry is free to our events, and our friendly staff will 

greet you with a warm welcome. 

 

Wednesday 25th June 2025 – 10 am to 2 pm 
Mill Arts Centre, Spiceball Park, Banbury, OX16 2PA 

 

   

 

 

0800 1456115 

www.lowvisionshop.co.uk 
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